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PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATIONS & THE LOC 

There are a number of Lessons at the Library of Congress related to the 

January news. Please share these with your teachers.  

1) A Man to Remember: Commemorating Martin Luther King, Jr. 

2) Explore the History of Presidential Inaugurations (with links to webguides)  

SUMMER TEACHER INSTITUTE AT LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

Wonderful Opportunity: Immerse yourself in the practice of teaching with primary sources from the un-
paralleled collections of Library of Congress this summer. Apply to attend a week-long professional de-
velopment program for K-12 educators in the nation's capital. http://www.loc.gov/teachers/

professionaldevelopment/teacherinstitute/ 

In 2017, the Library will offer five Institute weeks: 

Open Sessions (any subject area): June 19-June 23, June 26-June 30, and July 10-July 14 

Science, Technology, and Engineering Focus: July 17-July 21 

World War I Focus: July 31-August 4 

 

Application Deadline: March 17, 2017 

AASL-KNOWLEDGE QUEST BLOG-WORTH A READ 

1) CODING AND THE SCHOOL LIBRARY: December 5-9 was the Week of Code, and we 
made every effort to participate in a big way at Helena High School. Reaching out to our Career Prep 
and Math departments enabled us to bring in almost every student in the school to code for close to an 
hour each.  
You may view the latest post at http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/coding-whats-library/ 

 

2) EMBED CODES AND LIBRARY WEBSITE: Not only it is important to have a web presence for your li-
brary, it is also important to provide embedded resources for students to access. It removes the amount 
of clicks to reach a desired location--a video, link, document, and more. Our students can then view a 
variety of instructional resources on one page. 
You may view the latest post at http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/embed-codes-library-web-sites/ 
 
3) NEW YEAR’S GOALS NOT TO KEEP: January of the new year marks a time in (almost) everyone’s 
lives when we set about making goals to help better ourselves in the coming year. Most are for health 
and fitness. Maybe a reading challenge or goal. But, what is your goal for your school library? How will 
you help better your students’ lives?  
You may view the latest post at http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/new-years-goals-will-not-keep/ 

 

4) GET TO KNOW YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARIAN: I know. You are charged with maintaining a 21st-century 
learning environment while simultaneously wrangling students, shelving books, balancing a paltry budget, 
and occasionally hosting the odd baby shower or staff meeting. All this while trying to develop a collec-
tion of reliable and useful resources for students as well as creating engaging learning activities.  
You may view the latest post at http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/get-know-public-librarian/ 

 

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 

http://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2017/01/a-man-to-remember-commemorating-martin-luther-king-jr/?loclr=eatlcb
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5) MEDIA LITERCY IN A TRUTH BLURRED LANDSCAPE: My favorite childhood movie is “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.” 
Though every bit of that movie is magical, fun, and chock full of wisdom, one of the scenes that especially replays in my mind as I 
think about media literacy education is the “good egg, bad egg” scene. You may view the latest post at 
http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/media-literacy-education-blurred-truth-landscape/ 
 

NYLA WEBINAR  
A recent Stanford Graduate School of Education study found that most students, middle school through col-
lege, struggled to distinguish between credible and unreliable news articles. Many adults have the same 

challenge. 

Can you spot fake news? Do you know how to help others differentiate between truth and fiction? Join us to 
learn how you can be a better ambassador for information literacy 

 
“Post-Truth: Fake News and a New Era of Information Literacy” 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2 p.m. EST / 2 p.m. EST 
Duration: 45 minutes 
Cost: Free 

To register: http://www.programminglibrarian.org/learn/post-truth-fake-news-and-new-era-information-literacy  

This free webinar has had so much interest that registration is closed, but they are making it available to all after Feb 22, 2017. 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM 

The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) http://www.cslpreads.org/is offering free webinars on the 

highlights for the early literacy and teen manuals for the 2017 Summer Reading theme of “Build a Better World!”  

Take advantage of the opportunity to spend some time with CSLP and Upstart experts and editors of the CSLP manuals. Their insight-
ful tips will help create excitement for the 2017 program and provide a great start as you begin your planning. Mark your calendars 

and register for the webinars below to get ideas on how to build fun programs for all ages! 

The Early Literacy webinar will cover age-appropriate books, fingerplays, songs, and activities from the early literacy manual that 
will inspire your youngest library patrons to develop a love of learning! This free webinar will be held on January 26, 2017 at 3 PM 

EST. To register for this webinar, click here. 

The Teen webinar will feature programming and display ideas that guide teens to explore their artistic side, create through experi-
mentation and become more active members in their community. This free webinar will be held on February 2, 2017 at 3 PM EST. To 

register for this webinar, click here. 

For more information about these free webinars, please visit http://shopcslp.com/cslp/pages/webinars 

 

BOOK CLUB IN A BAG-YA TITLES ADDED 

Have you given any thought to starting a book club? North County Library System now has available bags of 12 books with discus-

sion guides to help you start a book club. Check out the http://www.ncls.org catalog. See attached.  

 

MESSAGE FROM FALL KEYNOTE SPEAKER-GENE LUEN YANG 
I hope you had a wonderful holiday season.  I hope you were able to send some time with the folks who love you.  I 
got to spend most of December at home.  I like traveling, but MAN I did a lot of it last year.  So thankful I got 
almost a solid month of sleeping in my own bed. 
 
On one of my final trips last year, I did a TEDx talk in Manhattan Beach, California!  I made the case for comics in 

the classroom.  Here's a link to the video, if you're interested: http://www.adweek.com/galleycat/gene-luen-yang-

declares-that-comics-belong-in-school-in-a-ted-talk/127843  
 
Let’s raise a digital glass to 2017!  Here's to hoping it will be a year full of, well, HOPE 

http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/media-literacy-education-blurred-truth-landscape/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Executive%20Summary%2011.21.16.pdf
http://www.programminglibrarian.org/learn/post-truth-fake-news-and-new-era-information-literacy
http://www.cslpreads.org/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7947036228867239681
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/246741783692774147
http://shopcslp.com/cslp/pages/webinars
http://www.ncls.org
http://www.adweek.com/galleycat/gene-luen-yang-declares-that-comics-belong-in-school-in-a-ted-talk/127843
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CROSS CURRICULAR RESOURCES – SPRINGBOARD TO RESEARCH 

TeachingBooks has greatly enhanced their website and is constantly updating their service. If you haven’t taken a look 

lately, please do so. January webinar is on research. https://www.teachingbooks.net/static/webinar-of-the-month.html  

THE CHALLENGE FACING LIBRARIES IN AN ERA OF FAKE NEWS  

Excellent article on this topic. http://theconversation.com/the-challenge-facing-libraries-in-an-era-of-fake-news-70828 

THE LAMP 
I have recently discovered this site out of NYC that describes their work as bringing 21st-century survival skills to all New York-
ers. From their home page: “We provide vital, hands-on services that help people in our community navigate and thrive in this 
loud-media environment.  “There are a great number of lesson ideas at their site for teaching media literacy. See what you 

think: http://www.thelamp.org 

FUN FREEBIES FOR JANUARY FROM SCHOLASTIC TEACHER 
All kinds of goodies for the elementary level. https://goo.gl/BvxmSL 

ARTICLE FROM SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL 

The Smell Test: Educators can counter fake news with information literacy. Here’s how. https://goo.gl/1zJwHF  

RECENT OVERDRIVE ADDTIONS TO COLLECTION 
We recently added 50 new titles to our Overdrive catalog including the titles below. I have attached an excel sheet of titles. MARC 

records are also vailable on request.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM HILDA WEISBURG’S BLOG:  
https://hildakweisburg.com/2017/01/02/on-libraries-new-years-resolutions/ 

By popular request, Hilda will be our speaker for the “Advocate of the Year/Librarian of the year” day on May 9, 2017.  You may 

wish to begin thinking about who you would like to nominate for each of these awards. Nomination forms will be sent in March/April. 

 

Whether you or your teachers are teaching about Media Literacy, or the subjects below, Project Look Sharp has wonderful resources 

for these topics. Please share with your teachers.  http://www.projectlooksharp.org 

 

https://www.teachingbooks.net/static/webinar-of-the-month.html
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http://www.projectlooksharp.org/
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